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to the effect that constructiveness, or the faculty of
making things which are useful or ornamental, is in
man innate or instinctive. Even in the beginning
of the struggle for life, or in the rudest pre-histonc
times, people made ornaments, though they were
only beads, of shells or dried clay While the
mammoth yet existed, man etched with taste and
skill his likeness on his own bones As the flower
precedes the fruit, decorative art is developed m a
race before it attains proficiency m practical work.
Long before men had good axes, knives, or any kind
of decent tools, they made jewellery and embroidery
superior in design or character to anything produced
in modem times. During the infancy of almost every
race, the ornamental is developed before the useful,
and the same principle is reflected in the individual.
The child who cannot make a shoe, or file metals,
or master a trade, can easily learn to design decorative
outline patterns, mould pottery, set mosaics, carve
panels, work sheet leather for a hundred purposes,
and emboss sheet brass. He or she can cut and apply
stencils, model papier m&ch(5 or carton purre (a mix-
ture of composition and paper-pulp), inlay in wood,
with ivory, and in short master a hundred minor arts.
For the child corresponds to primitive man All
children like to make something, mud pies and spon-
taneous chalkings on walls being generally the first
manifestations of this impulse. A box of paints, an
apparatus for printing, or tools, are generally yeiy
welcome gifts. Now if the child is almost univer-
sally capable of executing valuable works of simple
or easy decorative art before it can produce much that
is useful, and has moreover manifestly an vnstinct for